Duane K. Langer

North Harris College: Honorable Mention

December 6, 2000

How Attending North Harris College Has Influenced My Life

I’d heard of truth in advertising, but I never really gave the saying much merit

until recently.  Several months ago I noticed a North Harris Montgomery Community

College District billboard with the positive message “Of course you can!” every day

on my way to work.  If it weren’t for that billboard, I know I wouldn’t be enrolled in

school right now. It made me to take a hard look at myself, making me think about my

education again.

The more I thought about school, the more scared I became.  What if I couldn’t

find any classes that fit my schedule?  What if I couldn’t keep up again?  What if I failed?

My first visit to the advising office wiped away any doubts I had.  No one made me feel

stupid.  No one made me feel like I shouldn’t try for a degree.  In fact, every person I

spoke with reinforced the “Of course you can!” attitude.

Attending North Harris has made a difference in my life that I had never

expected.  I have been out of high school for almost fifteen years and was apprehensive

about restarting my college education.  I was a less than average student who was more

interested in skipping school than learning anything.  After graduation I made a half-

hearted attempt to straighten myself out by serving in the US Navy.  I thought it would be

a great opportunity to earn money for school.  After my enlistment I started my first

college classes.  Things immediately went downhill from there.  I found more reasons

why I should abandon my education rather than continue.  I had taken on more hours than

I could handle and found myself struggling to keep up.  My first attempt at a full semester

of college classes ended dismally.  I started withdrawing from my classes and finally just

stopped going altogether.  For me it was like high school all over again, except this time

I could quit and no one would care.  I swore to myself that college wasn’t for me – that it

was too hard, and I wasn’t smart enough.  I didn’t feel I was the type of person who was

cut out for college.  I had no trouble convincing myself I never would go back to school

after I quit.  Luckily, that billboard helped to convince me otherwise.

I feel that I’ve been blessed to be able to pursue the opportunities I had previously

just thrown away.  With the help of a positive attitude and a wonderful math instructor,

Ms. Judy Dickson, I’ve been able to recognize some of the reasons I’ve had trouble

learning in the past.  I also know now that I can, in fact, learn and do well in my classes.

My desire to learn seems to be increasing on a daily basis.  Sometimes I surprise myself

by finding things I’ve learned in class are helping me at my job.  If I can’t figure out an

answer to a particular problem, I now have many resources to help me, including the

library, the computer labs and the student tutors available there.

I feel I am getting more personal instruction due to the smaller class sizes at North

Harris.  I would definitely be a fish out of water on a larger campus, but I know that after

obtaining my two-year degree at North Harris, I’ll fit right in when I transfer to another

college for my four-year degree.  This campus also offers many other avenues to better

myself that I may not have been able to utilize elsewhere, such as a wide variety of

student organizations and activities, the Library/Learning Center workshops, and

intramural sports.  I also have the opportunity for academic counseling, human

enrichment seminars, career and employment services, financial assistance, and transfer

planning.  I know that with all of the encouragement of the excellent faculty I will always

have someone there to back me up and to give me encouragement if I feel like giving up

again.  I feel as if I now have a network of people who want to see me succeed.  My

attitude has changed from very negative to extremely positive, which has helped me set

goals for myself that I never would have dreamed of just a few months ago.

I feel as though I have the rare opportunity to become a better rounded

person by attending this school.  I surely don’t think the way I used to anymore.  Now,

instead of saying to myself, “I can’t,” I tell myself that the only thing stopping me from

achieving my goals is me.  If I set my sights on earning a degree, I know I can do it,

especially with the aid of the faculty of North Harris College.  Several years from now I

hope to be enjoying all of the wonderful benefits that a higher education can provide.  I

know that the years of study I have ahead of me may not always be easy, but I’ll keep

trying and will not give up no matter what happens.  All thanks to the billboard that

helped me realize that if I don’t think I can do something, all I have to do is remind

myself, “Of course, you can!”
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